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tell you (ſays K. Charles I. to his Son) I have tryed 
it (that is the Church of England) and after much 
Search, and many Diſputes, have concludedit to be the 
| beft inthe World, not only in Community, as Chriſtian, 
ut alſo in the Spiritual Notion, as Reformed, keeping 


Tyranny, and the Meanneſs of Fantaſtick Anarchy.| 
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| by the Bockſellers of 
London and Weſtminſter. 1710. 
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' the Middle Way between the Pomp of Superſtitions| 
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F you have the leaſt Spark of Love and Kindneſs for your Two Mo: 
thert, the Church of England and the Queen of Great Britain, Ge. Ulle 
your Diligence to make ſuch a Choice, as the enſuing Diſcourſe. re- 
| _ commendsto you: For in the ſubſequent Letter you ſee the Fla- 
$ ming Zeal of the Pantile Party. Therefore be wiſe.in time; make a. 
good Choice, leſt you repent when. tis roo late. 
r e Serd ſapiunt Phryge. 


The Words of the Letter are theſe ; Stanſted, 21. Aug. 1916, 
A, Several Gentlemen of the County of Eſſex has done Sir Francis Maſham 
and myſelf the Hynmur to join us Candidates for the next Election : and 
120 ope Du will be ſo kind as to concur with them in letting us have your Vote 
. and Intereſt, and that you will engage as many Votes as on can: for we foall 
be Ujolently OPPOSED by Sir Richard Child; In which you will very much. 


oblige . | 5 ; 
FA. af} ws Kr, your Humble Servant,  ' 
5 * Middleton. 


This Verbat im, is trankcribed from Mr. Afiddleton's own Hand- writing; or 
elle his Letters are an Impoſition on the World; and I hope he'll not 
doe angry if I make a Remark or two on it. 3 | 
_ "Firſt, Gentlemen of the County of Eſſex has done; This is not true Gtam · 
mar, and not fit for a Candidate of fo Great and Loyal a County as Eſes is, 
and therefore ought to be rejected as non-ſutficient, oy 4 This Letter-Writer 
tellsus, That, Sir Francis and He are joined in Intereſt: This I cannot believe: 
For Icannot think that Sir Francis will join with one who will injure his In- 
tereſt at Court: in ſo doing he mult expect to be rejected there, as coming into 
the Houſe with the Diſſenters Inter eſt. 7 Oppoſed, is not ſo proper 
2 Expreſſion for Sir Richard Child, as Vigorouſly : for Violence ſuppoſes 
” Injury, and Splitting of Freeholds, with a long Et caters, proper to the 
Faction, Bur Vgour we ſhall uſe to ſupport his Intereſt with that of the 
church and Crown. I am a Freeholder of that County; and ſhould Sir Ki- 
” chard uſe Violence, I ſhould not by any means give him my Vote and Intereſt 
4s I intend'to do : for ſhould Sir Richard tempt me with the ſmalleſt Bribe, as 
2 Dinner, ora Bottle, I ſhould leave his Intereſt : And therefore, Dear Coun. 
11 men, diop the Two Candidates mention d in the Letter, and give your ſin- 
Y ſe Vote for Sir Richard Child, as he ſtands alone: For, be aſfur'd, he's 2 
Loyal Subject, and has a better Eſtate than both his Violent Opponents ; and 
vou cannot do better than Ele&him'to be your Repreſengative in the Enſuing, 


— 


Parliament. 
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70 his C Grace the D--- of Bot, 


os , 
F your Grace wi 'condeſeend ſo low, as to receive this 
Trifle into your Protection; it will be ſafe, maugre all 
the bitter and venomous Adverſaries of It, the Church 
and Monarchy. Tour Grace i embark'd in a very Good Qld 
"rs and its God will ſupport you, and carry yon through 
It i the Honour of our moſt Excellent Church and 
Monarchy to have ſuch Illuſtrious Defenders as your Grace 
. This Pamphlet was wrote with a good Deſign, viz. io 
2 both Church aud State on ſuch ſolid Foundations, that 
all the Powers of Hell and Rome ſhall not be able to Over. 
turn them, We are aſur d by Truth it ſelf, that the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail over the Church; for tis founded 
n 4 Rock; and we hope that all the Powers of the Earth 
ſball not be able once more to ruin our Monarchy; for Her 
Gracious Majeſty, and ſuch as your Grace is, will be al. 
ways at hand to Support aud Defend it; and that Both may 
continue ds long as Sun and Moon endurath, is the Hearty. and 
Daily ow ＋ bim, who i 


Your Grace 8 moſt Humble 


and moſt Obedient Servant, 
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N your laſt kind Letter from the Country, you inform 
me how heartily glad you are, that our Good Queen 

has been graciouſly pleas d to diſmiſs the laſt Houſe 
of Commons ; and I muſt tell you, Sir, J as heartily 


congratulate you upon the ſame account. To do what has 


been done, preclaims both the Queen's Prudence and Cou- 
rage; Courage, I ſay : for will you believe it, ſome Noto- 
rious Whiggs, and as Notorious Diſſenters, have as boldly, 


and with the greateſt Front of Braſs, declared, that the 


Queen dare not Diſſolve them. If this is not flying in the 


Face of Majeſty, I trow not what is. And ſhall this go 
unpuniſht 2 I know not. This is to make her Sacred Ma- 


jeſty a Creature of the People: And it. ſhe has no better 
Title than from Mobb, Her Majeſty's Honour, Crown, 


and Dignity may by them be ſoon laid in the Duſt. If, as 


Defoe ſays, the People ſhould open their Magazine of Power, 
what would become of Her Majeſty. —. 


Subjects? But, I hope the Queen does not depend on the 


Vox Populi for her Right, Title and Authority to Rule and 
Govern : For, if ſhe did, I might well ſay, God help her. On 
* contrary, ſhe has the Hearts and Hands of all her 


_ "Loyal Subjects, which, by far, out- number the Male- 
Contents. By their Aſſiſtance ſhe is ſafe, and need not 
fear what her Enemies can do unto her. But this by the 


bye. 


In your Letter you deſire my Advice in the Election of 


Members for the Enſuing Parliament. I ſhall freely con- 


cur with your Deſire, and haveſent you my Thoughts up- 
on that Subject. Iſhall firſt Jay down what ſort of Perſon 
re Re Ts you 


all her Loyal 
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4 
you ought not, in my Opinion, to chooſe ; For if you, and 
other Electors of Great Britain, ſhould be ſo blind and 
hoodwinkt,as to chooſe ſuch,T muſt tell you, that both Mo- 
narcliy and Epiſcopacy, Queen and Church, would be in 
in Danger; and not only ſo, but they would be in the 
ready way. to Ruin and Deſtruction. The Thoughts of 
ſuch a Scene of Affairs is more than enough to * ſhock you. 
Therefore, firſt of all, take care not to chooſe a Diſſenter 
from the Church of Exgland and my reaſon is this, that 
ſhould the Majority of the H. of Commons be compos'd of 
Diſſenters; ſuch as Independents, Presbyterians, Antipædo- 
Baptiſts, &c. thoſe irreconciſeable Enemies to Epiſcopacy 
and the Conſtitution of our Church; I dare venture to ſay, N 
that our Church would be in real Danger: For the Indul- 
l ee ſatisſie thoſe unreaſonable Men; and nothing 
but the Church and Monarchy can ever ſatiate their vora- 
cee Mode- Cious Stomachs. Church and Crown Lands are delightful 
rater 23. Viands, tho in the end they prove Gall and Bitterneſs to the 
= 2 - unjuſt Poſſeſſers. Moreover, ſhould you be ſo unhappy as 
__  *. to chooſe ſuch for. your Repreſentatives, I ſee no end of 
Four Confuſions till a Reſtoration of our Monarchy and the 
Church of England: For let us take a View of former times, 
when they had accompliſh'd their Villainous Deſigns, viz. 
the unheard of barbarous Murther of the beſt of Princes, 
K. Charles I. the Deſtruction of our Monarchy and Church 
(and be aſſur d the fame Deſigns are now upon the Anvil, 
and they want nothing but Opportunity to accompliſh 'em; . 
for their Will is good) our Enemies could not agree amongſt 
themſelves, who ſhould be uppermoſt ; for the Presbyter:- 
ans were ſoon kickt out of the Saddle by their younger 
Brethren the Independents; (I need not mention the Anti- 
pædobaptiſts, Quakers, and the other Sectaries, whoſe Num- 
bers are ineonſiderable) I fay, the Independents kept poſ- 
ſeſſion, and the Nation groan'd under an unſupportableBur- 
then, till God in his due time, without the Aſſiſtance of Fo- 
treigners, wrought a miraculous and glorious Reſtoration of 
the Royal Family: And therefore be careful not to Elect 
any Sectary to Repreſent you in Parliament. 2d!ly, 
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2dly, 1 hen be cautious that you do not chooſe ar Derr. 
fonal Conformift; for he's a monſtrous ſort of what ſhall T 
call him? forChriſt:anT cannot; for he's forGod and Baal. A 
* Pan-tile Houle fits his Conſcience as wellas a Church: For 
tho' he can comply to take the Holy Sacrament at Church 
in the Morning, tho' to his Deſtruction, yet he can ſneak 
to the Conventicle in the Afternoon: For, let me tell you, 
there are Proteſtant as well as Popiſh Diſpenſations ; and 
now III tell you a Story: In the happy Reign of K. Charles 
the 2d. of glorious memory, there was a certain perſon 
that had got a Commiſſion to be Captain of a Man of War. 
This Perſon was an Independent, and was fo true to his 
Principle, that he could not com ly: to take the Sacrament 
according to our Church. Under this Scruple he labour'd, 
till he was ſatisfy d by his Preacher, the late Famous M. M. 


In order to which, he come to him for Advice. He ſtates 
huis Caſe; and the other as eaſily reſolves it. The Captain 


in ſhort, is allow d by the Preacher to qualifie himſelf ; and 


the Preacher aſſures him of a Diſpenſation, and he was as 


good as his Word ; and preſently after the Qualification he 
was ſolemaly received again into his Independent Congre- 
gation, This Caſe was printed by a Divine of our Church 
in K. Charless Reign; and there are many living Teſtimo- 
nics, I believe, that will be ready to atteſt it. Therefore, 


Dear Countrymen, do not chooſe that amphibious Crea- 


ture, an Occaſional Conformiſt : for he, and ſuch as he, may 


Occafronally be the Ruin of you, and of every true Son of 


your good old Mother, the Church of England. 
340, Don't in the 34 place, chooſe a Whigg. A Whigg, 


whats that, you may reply? And now, III tell you: He's 
one that is ſeemingly for the Conſtitution of the Church of 


England. He's never ſeen in a Pantile Houſe, and he ſcorns 
to enter a Conventicle. He's outwardly. for the Church, 


but ſeriouſly for nothing of Revealed Religion. He's either 
Deiſt, Atheiſt or Socinian. He's one that will join with any 


Sectaries, and will unite his Intereſt with Turk, Pope or Pe- 
3 2 vil, 


S 
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vil, to deſtroy God's Church. In a Word, if you Wöuld 
Eno the Religiori of a Whigg, you may find it in To/and's 
Chriftia- or Tindals Writings, and Lock's, Sidney's and Aſgil's perior- - 
myferio ,, mances, and in many other infamous and ſcandalous Trads. 
Fight: I believe 1 have given you ſuch a Character of a Whigg; 
bee that there is no fear that you'll chooſe one. 0 ai 
Tian, U, 4thly, Let me perſwade you not to chooſe any perſon, 
derſtand, except he has an Eſtate in the Country, for which he ſtands; 
and except he dwells in, or very near the Corporation that 
is to Elect. I have very good Reaſons to back my Aſſer- 
tion, and do not doubt (if truly weighed) of their preva- 
lency : For I ſhall ſhew the diſmal Conſequences of Elect- 
ing Strangers both to-Country and Corporations. 
Tirſt then, to the Country. It often happens that the E- 
lectors of one County chooſe their Repreſentative of ano- 
ther; one that has not one Foot of Land in that County for 
which he is choſen. Such practice is præpoſterous, and oft 
is the Mother of ill Conſequences ; as for inſtance, to make 
the caſe plain to the meaneſt Capacity : Suppoſe a Bill to 
be brought into the H. of Commons in the behalf of one 
County that is contiguous to another. This Bill enacted 
into an Act by the Royal Hand, may be of vaſt Advantage 
to one, and of vaſt prejudice to the other County. Now 
how ſhall the Member Act. If he is for the Electors Inte- 
reſt, he Il be againſthis own, where the whole, or the chie- 
feſt part of his Eſtate lies. Tis barbarous to Ad againſt 
his own Intereſt, and tis treacherous to betray. his Truſt to 
thoſe that Elect him. He is inextricably entangled ; if he 
is true to the one, he is as falie to the other; and if he Votes 
for none, he is unfaithful to both. What is to be done in 
this Caſe > how can he diſcharge his Truſt, and be true to 
his own Intereſt This is enough to ſhew how inconſiſtent, 
and againſt right Reaſon, Juſtice and Prudence, it is to Elect 
9 that has no property in the County for which he 1s. 
choſen. — „ = 
2dly, Lam to ſhew, how prejudicial.it is to Elec wy and "= 
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Corporations, that do not live in or near the Corporation: 
Sucha Choice is againſt the Conſtitution, and 240%, againſt 
Reaſon. | | why LT 
To prove both theſe Points, T ſhall give the Opinion 
of the learned Author of the Royaliſt's Defence; ſuppoſed Royalif's 


to be the Great Clarendon. For the Citizens and Burgeſ. ares 


ſes, the Cities and Corporations for which they ſerve, are fuss 


* inſtituted only for Advancement of Trade, and according. 1648. 
ly the Bodies of ſuch Towns and Places, conſiſt of Tradeſ 
* men, whoſe Educations are only to learn Crafts and Oc- 
* cupations, and the far greater Number of them, mecha- 


nick Handy. Craſts; Beſides the true Cauſe of authori- 


* zing Corporations to ſend Burgeſſes to Parliament, is, 
* that they may give Information concerning the Trading 


_ * inthoſe Places, to the end, if Need be, to make Laws for 
© the Increaſe thereof: And therefore ſuch Citizens and 
Burgeſſes ſhould be Tradeſmen, which appears, both by 
_ * the Statute made 1 Hen. 5. Cap. 1. and the Words of the 1 Hen. ; 
_ ©Writs of Election: By that Statute tis Enacted, That Cap. 1. 


none ſhould be elected Citizens and Burgeſſes, but Free- 

men, Dwellers and Inhabitants, in ſuch Cities, and Bo- | 
rough-Towns: And by a Statute made 23 Zen. 6. Cap. Sta. 23. 
15. tis Enacted, That none ſhall be choſen. a Knight of #: % C 
the Shire, but Knights, or notable Eſquires, or Gentle- * 
men born, and ſhall be able to be Knights. And no 
Man to be ſuch Knight, which ſtandeth in the Degree 

* of Yeoman and under. And the Words of the Writs of 


* 
4 
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Election are theſe. For the Shire, Duos milites gladiis 
cinctos, c. For a City, Duos ciues, Cc. For a Bo- 


* rough, Duos Burgenſes, Sc. And ſo by the Act of Par- 


* liament and by the Writ, the Intent of the Law is de- 
* clared to be, that for the Shire, Gentlemen; for Cities 
| and for Boroughs, Tradeſmen are to be elected: The 


* Members, who ſerve for theſe Corporations, are above 
* Four times the Numbers of all the reſt. — 
So that the Laws of England for electiug Citizens and 
Burgeſſes, being obſerv'd, as they ought do be, the far 
| — 


— — > 


*<-oreater Part of that Aſſembly, muſt conſiſt of Tradeſmen, 
© and Perſons very unapt to judge of the Law; yet more pro- 
per for that Service, for which they were intended, than 
 *ſuch as are at this preſent uſually choſen : Whilſt the 
© Statutes and Laws of this Realm were therein obſerved, 
© we heard not of any tumultuous, or diforderly Proceed- 
* ings in that Houſe: But of later times, and eſpecially 
* ſince the beginning of King James's Reign, the Borough- 
* Towns, by Procurement of Factions, have more fre- 
© quentlychoſen ſuch, who were fo far from having Know- 
edge in the Trades and Traffick of thoſe Boroughs, or 
being reſident, or dwelling there, as that they never 
* ſaw the Town, nor was the Burgeſs ever ſeen of any one 
of the Eletors— Thus that Great Author. 5 
15 We ſee the Origin and Source of that ill Practice of 
l _ chuſing Citizens and Burgeſſes; and that firſt came from 
turbulent and ill diſpoſed Perſons, both to Church and 
State ; and I think 'tis high time to prevent it, leſt the 
continuing of it, be both dangerous to Monarchy and Epiſ- 
copacy, to Church and State: Therefore, dear Country- 
"8 Men, take Care that you follow the Directions of the 
l aforeſaid Great Man. 5 8 
| F. Be cautious, not to ele any Perſon of ill Morals ; 
for-ſuch a Man cannot be any Credit to any Profeſſion of 
Chriſtians, much more to our pure Church; our Doctrins 
See the are pure, our Articles and Canons pure, our Church-Diſ. 
8 3 cipline pure (but T wiſh that were more ſtrict) and Ithink 
Church, our Repreſentatives ought to be pure; for what Good to our 
Church and Monarchy can be expected from rotten Mem- 
bers, and Perſons of ill Life, bad Manners, and abomina- 
ble Morals ; therefore chuſe them not. 5 
6. Be careful, that you chuſe not any Perſon that is 
ready and willing to take away the Priviledges of their Fel- 
low. Chriſtians. The Tide of the laſt Houſe of Commons 
run high, and the Majority was too ſtrong for the better 
Part; but that Danger is over; many of the glorious Ad- 
dreſſers hint at this Particular, and J hope, they'll be 8 
e £00 
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A 
good as their Word, not to chuſe any Perſon chat is willing to rob their 
Fellow -Chriſtians of their N as Men, as Chriſtizns, 5 1 0 
bers of the Church of England. 5 

7. Be ſure not to chuſe any Lukewarm, Moderate Church Man, for 
ſuch a one is a Monſter of Chriſtianity, is neither for the Church or Dit. 
ſenter; and tho' at | gs is hugg d by the latter, and has the Applauſe 
of vile Reviews, and ſcandalous Obſervators, yer ſhould rhe Dillenters 
once more prevail, and ger into the Saddle, (which God in his Mercy 
prevent) theſe Moderate Church-Men. as they love to ſtyle themſelves, 
will ſoon meet with their Deſerts, and become the Jeſt and Scorn of 
their new Maſters ; and tis very obſervable, that their Forefathers of 
Forty one, fared much worſe than the true, and ſtanch Members of the 
Church of England; and to give you one Inſtance of it; Biſhop Fuxon, 
who ſtood to his Principles, did not undergo ſuch Sufferings, as others 
that cring'd to, and fawn'd upon the Faction. The Character of this 
ſort of Chriſtians (if Chriſtians they be) is given us by St. John in theſe 
Words; And to the Angel of the Church of the Laodiceans, write, theſe things 
faith the Amen, he faithful and true Witnzſs, the Beginning 'of s a 
Creation of God; I know thy Merle, that thou are neither hot, nor cold 3 


I won d thou wert her or cold; So then, beeauſe thou art lukewarm, and Rev. 3. 143 
neither hot nor cold, Iwill ſpue thee out of my Mouth, Since then of Old, 18, 16. 


ſuch were thrown out of the Cariſtian Church by Chriſt himſelf, I think 
they oughr not to be admitted to be of our Church of England, the moſt 
Primitive Church in the whole World, much leſs ought they to be elected 
for our Repreſentatives in Parliament; therefore chuſe them not. 
8. Elect no Man under the Notion of promoting Trade only. I am 
as much for Trade, as any one, and am as ſenſible of the good Effects of 
it ro this our Land; yer if Trade only ſhould be minded, and the Church 
and Monarchy neglected, we ſhould be immers'd ſoon into unſpeakable 
Confuſions; for all ſorts of Hereticks, Papiſts, Socinians, -Enthuſiaſts, 
and all Sectaries, may make ſuch an Intereſt under the Notion of Trade, 
as to get into St. Stephen's Chapel; and if they once gain the Majority 
in that Houſe, then down goes Church and Monarchy, and in their Place 
ſucceed Anarchy and Confuſion. This was the Fate of the Church and 
Monarchy in Forty one; and if you are not careful in your Elections, it 
may be the ſame Fate to us in 1710. Wm 90 5 

But you may ask, whom ſhall we elect, fince we are to bar out the 
Diſſenter, the Occafional Conformiſt, the Whig, him that does not live 
in the Country, or in the Corporation, - or near; or that Perſon of ill Mo- 
rals, or the Perſon thar will rake away the Priviledges of their Fellow- 
Curiſtians, or the Lukewarm, Moderate Church-Man, or the Man under 
Notion of Trade; I ſhall anſwer you feely and with Gandour: Chuſe 
the ſtanch Church-man, provided he lives in the Country or Borough, 
or near it; with thoſe, your Church and Monarchy is ſafe, your Prisi- 
ledges ſecure, and our of Danger; all things then will run ſmooth and 
well; and every one will fit ſafe under his own Vine, and every one eat 
of his own Fig tree; Therefore, as you tender your own Welfare, and 
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Chriſtian Religion; and that can't be done 
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BP the Prof) perity of both Church and State, chuſe for the Members of the 
er parliament, Sound, Sober, Pious, and Loyal Members of the 
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Note, After the Word Monarchy; Page 8. of No or Never, let this 
be added; it being through Forgetfulneſi, omirted by the Author. 


| Aber Expedient to ſecure che Church and Monarchy of England, | 
is to rake the 17 Care, that the Yourh and little Children of 
. this Nation, be w 


1, 


grounded in the Principles of right Reaſon, and the 
— er, than to have the Ma- 
ſters and Miſtreſſes of all Schools whatſoever, of ſound and ſtanch Prin- 
_ Ciples; I mean, chat they be Members of the Church of England, and 
- they be obliged ro upon the higheſt Penalty, even ro Deprivation, to 
teach the Short, but Excellent Catechiſm of the Church of England, and 
no other ; Fas eſt ab hoſte doceri; We ought to learn from our Enemies; 
and they, I mean, the Papiſts, take great Care in the Inſtruction of their 
Youth; and this I know in my ſhort Travels into Spain, Portugal and 


©  Traly, that none are ſuffer'd to teach School, but che moſt Learned Order 
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_ - of that corrupt Church, the Jeſuits ; and this, Tam told, is the conſtant 
Practice, where the Popiſh Religion has any ſooting; And ſhall not 
Great Britain take as much Care to breed up their Youth in the beſt, 
as our Enemies do, in a falſe, and unaccountable Religion. And rhkere- . 
fore I humbly propoſe to the Members of the enfuing Parliament, that 
A Bill be brought in to hinder all Sectaries whatſoever, from reaching 
School and Univerſity Learning in their Schiſmarical Academies ; and 
ir wou d be a good Ground-Work, to raiſe up our moft Excellent 
Church to the higheſt: Luſtre; ſuch an Act wou'd be the Bane of Schiſm 
and Hereſy; and God Almighry put it into the Hearts of ſome zealous 
Members to bring in ſuch a Bill, that we ſhould be, like a City, at Uni- 

ty in our (elves, . I ſhall ſay no more, but heartily wiſh. and pray for 

ſuch a Bill: And may God grant a Bleſſing to ſuch a Proceeding ; If it 

don t ſucceed, I can ſay, Liberavi animam meam. 3 424 i 
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Page 4. for Enſuing, put Foregoin 5 
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